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REMARKS 

Claims 1-29 are pending in the present application. 

The Examiner alleges that the presently pending claims are six (6) distinct inventions 
(Group I - method for correcting AID converter offset, Group II - method for clamping a 
predetermined pixel of image data, Group III - method of removing dark current from image 
data, Group IV - method for white balancing image data; Group V - method to create new luma 
values for each pixel, and Group VI - method to generate a corrected pixel input luma value) 
because the six (6) inventions are related as subcombinations of a single combination. 

The Examiner has failed to provide a prima facie case that all the delineated Groups are 
directed to distinct subcombinations. 

To demonstrate a proper Restriction for alleged subcombinations, the Examiner must 
show demonstrate two factors, (1) that the alleged subcombinations do not overlap in scope and 
at least one subcombination is separately usable. 

With respect to alleged subcombinations of Groups V and VI, the claim scope of Group 
V and Group VI overlaps. More specifically, independent claim 16 of Group V recites 
determining a target grey value and determining a power curve from the determined target grey 
value. On the other hand, independent claim 27 of Group VI recites determining a target grey 
value and determining a power curve from the determined target grey value. 

Therefore, since the claim scope of Group V and Group VI overlaps, it is respectfully 
submitted that the Examiner delineated Group V and Group IV fail to satisfy the test to establish 
patentably distinct subcombinations. It is further respectfully submitted that Group V and Group 
IV be combined such that claims 27-29 are included in Group V. 

Notwithstanding, the Examiner's failure to provide a prima facie case that all the 
delineated Groups are directed to distinct subcombinations, the Applicants, to expedite the 
prosecution of the present application, elect, with traverse, the claims drawn to Group V. 

In summary, the Applicants, elect, with traverse, Group V (claims 16-26). Moreover, as 
set forth above, the Applicants respectfully submitted that claims 27-29 should be included in 
Group V. 
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Accordingly, in view of all the reasons set forth above, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to reconsider and withdraw the restriction requirement. Also, an early indication of 
allowability is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Matthew E. Connors 
Registration No. 33,298 
Gauthier & Connors LLP 
225 Franklin Street, Suite 2300 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
Telephone: (617) 426-9180 
Extension 112 

MEC/MJN/mjn 
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